
LaKeith Smith could spend the rest of his life in an Alabama prison
for murder, despite not harming or killing anyone.

The case of LaKeith Smith urgently deserves our attention because there
is a chance his conviction could be overturned or his sentence reduced.

BACKGROUND

In February of 2015, LaKeith–who was 15 years old at the time–and
a group of friends were involved in the break-ins of two unoccupied
homes in Millbrook, Alabama. The teens were still present in one of the homes
when local police officers arrived at the scene. During that encounter, LaKeith’s
16-year-old friend A’Donte Washington was shot and killed by one of the officers. 

Although he was the youngest in the group, LaKeith was denied being tried
as a juvenile and was charged as an adult. He was convicted of theft, burglary,
and felony murder–a charge that held him legally responsible for the death of
A’Donte. Alabama’s felony murder rule states:

A person commits the crime of murder if he/she commits or attempts to
commit [a felony] and, in the course of and in furtherance of the crime
that he/she is committing or attempting to commit, or in immediate
flight therefrom, he/she, or another participant if there be any, causes
the death of any person.

Despite A’Donte not being killed by a participant in the crime, LaKeith
lost his friend and now faces losing the next 50 years of his life to prison.

WEBSITE & SOCIAL HANDLES
www.justiceforlakeithsmith.com
Instagram: @Justice4LaKeithSmith
Twitter: @Justice4LaKeith
Facebook: @Justice4LaKeithSmith
Hashtags: #Justice4LaKeithSmith #JusticeForLaKeithSmith
#JusticeForLaKeith #LakeithSmith
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https://justiceforlakeithsmith.com/
https://www.instagram.com/justice4lakeithsmith/?hl=en
https://mobile.twitter.com/justice4lakeith
https://www.facebook.com/Justice4LaKeithSmith
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The law does not recognize that children are different from adults—they’re more vulnerable, emotional,
and impulsive, and they can’t get themselves out of unsafe homes or communities, but they’re also more
likely to change as they grow up. 
Kids as young as eight can still be charged as an adult, held in an adult jail, and sentenced to extreme
sentences in an adult prison.

Youth corrections professionals recognize that juveniles are developmentally different than adults and
require special treatment.
The adolescent brain is not fully developed, particularly the area of the prefrontal cortex which is critical
to higher-order cognitive functioning and impulse control.
Most delinquent adolescents will “age out” of their reckless and criminal behavior by young adulthood.

Incarcerating children with adults needlessly puts kids at great risk of sexual and physical violence,
increased trauma, and suicide.
Unlike adults with mental illness, children have very limited experience managing their disabilities,
anxieties, fear, and trauma. They often act impulsively, recklessly, and irresponsibly. In an adult jail or
prison, this behavior results in more aggressive punishment—which can worsen a child’s mental health
problems.

The Felony Murder rule states that if a death occurs during the commission of any felony, the death can
be charged as murder for all participants in the felony, despite the fact that the participants may have had
no role in the actual killing or may not have intended or anticipated that a death would occur.
Because of this rule, LaKeith was able to be charged with a murder he did not commit. 

LaKeith was tried as an adult at 15 years old 
LaKeith was punished for exercising his right to trial. 
Expert witnesses and child psychology were not called in to testify to the difference between adolescent
brain development and an adult brain.
There was a lack of mitigation evidence presented in favor of LaKeith

Children's Ability to Change

Juvenile Detention being more rehabilitative 

Child Sexual & Physical Abuse in Adult prisons  

Felony Murder Rule 

Ineffective counsel 

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW!

https://eji.org/issues/children-in-prison/#Underage_Prosecution
https://eji.org/issues/children-in-prison/#Children_in_Adult_Prisons
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LaKeith's decision to exercise his right to trial was followed by the judge's exaggerated sentencing.
Trial Tax" is when a judge imposes a more severe sentence on a defendant, in whole or in part, because
the accused elected to reject the prosecution's plea agreement and go to trial. 
LaKeith's decision to exercise his right to trial caused the judge to 

Black defendants are held in pretrial custody longer than Whites. Black defendants are held in pretrial
custody for an average of 30 days, 62% longer than Whites.
Cases involving Black defendants take longer to resolve. It takes an average of 90 days to process a case
for a Black defendant, but only 77.5 days to process a case for White defendants, a delay of 14%.
Defendants of color are convicted of more serious crimes than White defendants. Black defendants are
convicted of 60% more felony charges than White defendants, and 10% fewer misdemeanors. 
Defendants of color receive longer sentences than White defendants. Custodial sentences received by
Black defendants are, on average, 28% longer than those received by White defendants. 

Trial Tax  

Racial disparities in legal representation 

 

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW!

LAKEITH IS
CURRENTLY SERVING

OUT A 55 YEAR
SENTENCE FOR A

MURDER HE DID NOT
COMMIT! 



HOW YOU CAN HELP
1. Write letters to the DA.  You can visit the JusticeforLaKeithSmith.com to send a letter to the DA letting him know
that you support LaKeith and want him to come home.  

2. Bring awareness of LaKeith's case to your community.  You can organize events in your community to spread
awareness and help raise the voices in your community. 

3. Follow the Justice4LaKeithSmith campaign. You can follow us on Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter to stay up-to-
date on the latest with LaKeith.

4. Post and share J4L content. Use the suggested social media graphics and captions below to create
your own posts and reshare content from the Justice4LaKeithSmith social media profiles. Be sure to include hashtags
#Justice4LaKeithSmith #JusticeForLaKeithSmith #JusticeForLaKeith and tag @Justice4LaKeithSmith whenever possible.

5.  Sign the petition. We’re so close to our goal of 1 million signatures! Sign the change.org petition and share it with
your network.

6. Donate to the campaign. Support the fight for LaKeith Smith by donating to the campaign.

7. Stay informed. Join our mailing list to get the latest updates about LaKeith’s case.
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SAMPLE EVENT IDEAS 
Walk For Justice 
Details: Organize a walk where people can come out and with signs and wearing LaKeith attire. Offer opportuities for
people to send a letter to the DA and sign the petition, maybe have people do this to register for the walk. You can host
this at a state park, downtown in your area, etc.  

Cookout/Picnic
Details: Invite everyone to a fun cookout where they are able to enjoy music, games, food, all while promoting Justice
for LaKeith by bringing awareness to his case, listening to different people opinions, encouraging guest to send letters
and sign the petition.  You can host this at a well populated park or an area with open space.

Rally For Justice 
Details: Organize a rally where you make noise in your area. Grab bull horns, signage, and a couple of your friends,
family, and others and let the world know about the LaKeith case. You can host this at any highly populated area, or
downtown of your city.

Bible Study 
Details: Host a bible study with specific discussions around redemption, mercy, & forgiveness. Pray over LaKeith
together and send blessings his way. You can also write to LaKeith and let him know that you are thinking of him and
praying for him. You can host this at your church, at your home, etc.

VICE LaKeith Episode Watch Party  
Details: Host a watch party and watch how VICE further explains LaKeith's case and the felony murder rule. Let people
discuss their opinions and what they learn. Encourage them to send a letter and sign the petition to support LaKeith
coming home. You can host this anywhere. 



REPRESENT IN YOUR
COMMUNITY! 

GRAB SOME MERCH AND SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR
LAKEITH IN YOUR COMMUNITY!

https://www.bonfire.com/store/justice-for-lakeith-smith/


REPRESENT IN YOUR
COMMUNITY! 
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PRINTABLE VISUALS 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1OcBQ3Lsgv3CvSVn68dOrRJqc9yvSZhFZ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1OcBQ3Lsgv3CvSVn68dOrRJqc9yvSZhFZ?usp=sharing












EPISODE 2: WHEN MURDER ISN'T
MURDER! 

VICE EPISODE
BREAKDOWN! 

EPISODE 1: THE FELONY
MURDER RULE

https://video.vice.com/en_us/video/wednesday-october-26-2022/6352d29121d05f273e252a11
https://video.vice.com/en_us/video/wednesday-october-26-2022/6352d29121d05f273e252a11
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1OcBQ3Lsgv3CvSVn68dOrRJqc9yvSZhFZ

